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infancy still face a life of dependency on medi-
cations, medical procedures, and open-heart
surgeries.

For this reason, I urge my colleagues to
support this bill and help reduce these fami-
lies’ burden and allow them to focus their re-
sources on providing the best possible care
for their child.
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Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, these are troubling

and arduous times for Israel. Over the past
seven months, the continuous clashes in the
West Bank and Gaza Strip have claimed the
lives of more than 70 Israeli citizens. Car
bombings, mob attacks and widespread ter-
rorism in residential areas have caused an
outbreak of panic and worry among the resi-
dents of Israel. Men and women fear that an
ordinarily simple trip to their local shopping
center will result in tragedy. Children no longer
feel safe to ride their school buses, for they
fear that they will be the next targets of this
senseless bloodshed. Sadly, terrorism and
fear are everywhere, and the violence con-
tinues to escalate.

Two weeks ago, Israelis commemorated the
53rd anniversary of their independence and
mourned the lives lost as they marked their
Memorial Day. Grieving countrymen gathered
together to remember the thousands of men
and women who sacrificed their lives in the
fight for Israel’s existence. Those commemo-
rating these events were reminded that de-
spite their independence, Israel must continue
in their struggle for recognition and liberty.

Before and since being elected to Congress,
I have supported a strong Israel. America has
had for a long time, and should continue to
have for a long time, a unique relationship
with Israel—the only democratic nation in the
region, our most important strategic ally in this
volatile area, and a nation whose founding
and existence clearly makes the world a better
place. I believe that the United States must
continue to voice its support for Israel and for
the peace process that the Israelis have cou-
rageously undertaken. As I have stated many
times before, the United States must be pre-
pared to provide the diplomatic, military, and
economic support that Israel needs.

The United States plays an essential role as
a broker of peace in the region. However, we
must not let that role keep us from speaking
the truth. I am saddened to see that optimism
for quick and lasting peace in the Middle East
has been thwarted by the Palestinians’ contin-
ued violence. I believe it is time for our gov-
ernment to acknowledge that the Palestinians
are contradicting the promise Chairman Arafat
made in January—a promise to continue work-
ing for peace. It is time for our government to
exert pressure on the Palestinians to persuade
them to put an end to the uprising and to pre-
vent terrorist attacks on Israel. If the Pales-
tinian leaders act as the Palestine Liberation
Organization of old, seeking conflict rather
than peace with Israel, then we must be clear
in our disapproval and resolute in our efforts
to once again promote peace negotiations.

Most importantly, the Palestinians must end
the violence against the Israelis, and Israel
must respond, as I am confident it would, with
corresponding steps to reduce the level of vio-
lence on its side. That is the only way to get
back to the peace table. Only peace discus-
sions can achieve the lasting, just peace that
will best serve the interests of all Israelis, all
Palestinians and indeed, all of us throughout
the world.

Mr. Speaker, my personal sense of commit-
ment to Israel has only been strengthened by
recent developments. We must put an end to
this terror and return to a period of goodwill.
I believe the same is true for many of my col-
leagues. Let us reaffirm our solidarity with
Israel as they commemorate their independ-
ence and struggle for freedom.
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Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Mr. Speak-
er, I express my support for 34th annual Na-
tional Nursing Home Week. When the very
first National Nursing Home Week began, the
theme was to let millions of Americans know
the ‘‘fuller life’’ elderly lead in America’s nurs-
ing homes.

Mr. Speaker in Woodmere, New York, there
is an outstanding nursing home that I com-
mend for giving Long Island’s elderly a fuller
life. Woodmere Rehabilitation and Health Care
Center offers incredible rehabilitation services
and skilled nursing services to Long Islanders.
This year, Woodmere Rehabilitation and
Health Care Center celebrates it’s 30th year
and I am proud of their work they do.

I especially thank Director Anthony Matese,
whom made changes and improved the
Woodmere Rehabilitation and Health Care
Center. The 2001 theme is the effect Nassau
County nursing boxes have on the community
and that nursing homes in the Nassau County
area have had on the community, and how the
administrators are striving to create a warm,
homelike environment without an institutional
atmosphere.

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate the Woodmere
Rehabilitation and Health Care Center on their
success and wish them and all our nursing
homes the best during National Nursing Home
Week.
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Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I take the floor
today to honor Judge Virginia A. Phillips, the
recipient of the 2001 ATHENA of the Inland
Valleys Award, which recognizes Judge Phil-
lips for her professional excellence, community
service and mentoring of fellow women.

The ATHENA Foundation Award Program
originated in 1980 by Martha Mayhood Mertz,

who realized that in the 75 years of presenting
community awards, her Lansing Regional
Chamber of Commerce, of Michigan, had only
once honored a woman. This realization led
her to establish ATHENA so that focus would
be given to the incredible number of profes-
sional women found throughout our commu-
nities nationwide.

In the 43rd congressional district Judge Vir-
ginia Phillips not only epitomizes all that the
ATHENAs stand for but also all that we could
possibly hope for in a role-model for the young
women of today.

Judge Phillips received her B.A., Magna
Cum Laude, from the University of California,
Riverside in 1979, and later obtained her J.D.
from the University of California, Berkeley
Boalt Hall School of Law. Additionally, her pro-
fessional and community activities include:
Board of Directors member of the Federal Bar
Association—Inland Empire Chapter; Chair-
person of the City of Riverside Law Enforce-
ment Policy Advisory Board; Board of Direc-
tors member with the Riverside Youth Center;
member of the Riverside Human Relations
Committee; and much, much more. Judge
Phillips’ life long commitment to the Inland
Empire community is obvious and compelling.

Presently, Judge Phillips serves as the first
female district court judge from the Inland Em-
pire appointed to the Central District of Cali-
fornia, which encompasses over 18 million
people, with more than three million people in
the Eastern Division—the counties of River-
side and San Bernardino, California. And Riv-
erside County, while being one of the fastest
growing areas in the nation, has over 1.5 mil-
lion people alone. In this position, Judge Phil-
lips fills a critical need given the sheer number
of cases that come before the Central District
each month.

Mr. Speaker, my district is fortunate to have
a dynamic and dedicated community leader in
Judge Phillips. She has given her time and tal-
ents providing motivation and inspiration to the
young women with whom she comes into con-
tact.

Judge Virginia Phillips’ outstanding work
makes me proud to call her a community
member and fellow American. I know that all
of Riverside, including myself, is grateful for
her contribution to the betterment of our com-
munity and salute her on May 10th with the
2001 ATHENA Award.

I look forward to continuing to work with her
and the many professional women of River-
side County for the good of our community. I
would like to close with the ATHENA Founda-
tion motto by Plato: ‘‘What is honored in a
country will be cultivated there.’’
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Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay trib-
ute to Maria Ochoa, Ph.D. Dr. Ochoa has
been director of the Sun Gallery in Hayward,
California, for five successful years and is
leaving to conduct art history research. Her
exemplary leadership at Sun Gallery will be
missed.

Sun Gallery is a community based gallery
that obtains its funding through foundation
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